Eighty million people rejoiced when our new green and white
flag was unfurled over our new capital, Karachi. We were happy
at the thought that we were at last now able to worship God in free-
dom and to follow our own way of life. For we believe in God and
His supreme sovereignty. And our way of life is democratic, po-
litically and socially. Our religion teaches us not to believe in castes,
to regard all men as equal, to let each man enjoy the fruits of his
honest labour, to believe in social justice and equality before the law
for all its citizens, and believes in the right of private ownership.
We had now the chance to put all this into practice without being
suppressed by a dominating majority of three to one and without
the fear that our culture will be eclipsed by other cultures alien to it.
But you must not imagine, when we had an independent country
of our own, that everything was laid on for us. On the contrary.
From British India we inherited no industry worth the name, no
great sources of power, no technical experience or technical skill
We did not inherit any administrative machinery either. We had
to set up from scratch and within two months the vast government
machinery that was required for the fifth largest nation in the world
and for a territory that was spread far and wide. , . .
The great American nation has always been a jealous guardian
of freedom. You cannot be unaware of the fact that the low stand-
ards of living of the Asiatic peoples are a menace to stability in Asia
and that without stability in Asia the world could only have pre-
carious peace. Your great moral qualities and your glorious history
fit you more than most nations to build up the internationalism of
the future and to step out into those vast constructive fields which
are open to you in the underdeveloped parts of the world, construc-
tive fields in which alone the foundations of a lasting peace can be
' laid. If you undertake this noble task, we are with you, and may
God bless your efforts and ours.